[Follow-up study of patients with sleep-related respiration disorders without obstruction of the upper airways (central apnea)].
This is a report on 16 patients with central asphyxia. All patients had respiratory global insufficiency. The period of observation was 3.5 years. In all cases deterioration of the blood gases took place. All patients died due to right heart failure. Implantation of a diaphragm pacer caused an increase of pO2 during sleep.